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pottery, for the manufacture of crucibles, and as a lubricant
for machinery.

The smelting of Iron by primitive methods has been
carried out by Indians from very early times, and old-
fashioned furnaces may still be found at work in remote
places, where imported iron and steel are not available.
An interesting fact is that the earthen crucibles used at the
present day correspond both in size and shape with those

Fig. 24.   Pariahs smelting small "blooms" of wrought iron,
Salem district.
which were discovered during the excavations at the ancient
burial-place at Aditanallur. The wootz steel, made in the
Trichinopoly district and other localities, has long been
celebrated, and it has been conjectured that the famous
Damascus sword-blades were manufactured from it. In
1830, an Iron Company was established by Mr Heath at
Porto Novo in the South Arcot district, with a view to
manufacture bar iron from the indigenous ores, but the